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“Muffins” by Ericailcane @ Italian Cultural Institute of Chicago

Painted black rats scuttle between a series of dream-like etchings of animals dressed like humans.

From a toad in a rowing boat to a woodland creature with a party hat, they can all be currently found

hanging from the Italian Cultural Institute's walls. Welcome to the fairytale world of Ericailcane -- a

young Italian street artist who prefers to remain anonymous.

From etchings to graffiti, from videos to tattoos, Ericailcane's work takes on many different forms. "I

don't have a favourite medium," says Ericailcane, which means 'Erica the dog'. "It changes all the

time." All his work features animals in surreal situations, which are drawn with great imagination

and, above all, an impressive technical skill. Although obvious comparisons can be made with

collaborator Banksy -- as they both first made their name with illegal street graffiti -- Ericailcane is

keen to emphasise their differences. "I like Banksy and I have worked with him, but I feel our work is

very different."

"Muffins" at the Italian Cultural Institute is Ericailcane's first solo exhibition in the US. Apparently he

chose the name "Muffins" because he liked the sound of the word and he liked their taste! There is

definitely a whimsical nature to Ericailcane's drawings but, at the same time, he uses his etchings to

explore human nature. For him the animals are symbols of humanity, with his favourite animal "the

monkey because it most resembles humans." "Muffins" opened yesterday at the Italian Cultural

Institute of Chicago and runs until September 2, so make sure you check it out. - Jennifer
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