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The organizers of the 2008 Chicago Humanities Festival decided to do things on a 
grand scale. In fact, “Think Big” is the title and theme of this year’s Festival, now in its 
eighteenth year. This will allow the city of Chicago to take a look at itself and its 
development from the designs of Daniel Burnham to the present while exploring the birth 
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and meaning of monumental human design—what exactly makes us think great thoughts 
and on a grand scale. The Festival will ask four basic questions: which of humanity’s 
grandly ambitious projects have brought about the advance of civilization? what sorts of 
great concepts of the past still underlie some of our current assumptions? what were some 
of history’s great conceptual turning points and what are the next ones going to be? and, 
finally, what constitutes a truly grand idea? Needless to say, these are questions that 
know no bounds in space or time.

Thanks to the collaboration of the Italian Cultural Institute of Chicago, the 
Festival will include the participation of Adriano La Regina, professor in the 
Department of Archeology at the University of Rome “La Sapienza,” who will lecture on 
the aqueducts of ancient Rome. La Regina has been superintendent of antiquities in Rome 
for 29 years. Among his accomplishments is the reorganization of the Roman National 
Museum, which expanded into new space at the Palazzo Massimo alle Terme, the 
Palazzo Altemps, and the Crypta Balbi. La Regina was an advocate for the restoration of 
many of Rome’s major monuments, including the Roman Forum, the Palatine, the 
Domus Aurea, the Coliseum, and Baths of Caracalla, and the Appian Way. He has served 
as president of the National Institute of Archeology and Art History since 2004 and of the 
Parco della Via Appia since 2007


