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PRESS RELEASE

For seven weeks, the Italian Cultural Institute will be home to this traveling exhibit by 
Enzo Mari, internationally renowned artist and designer from Milan. Mari’s work forms 
part of the permanent collections of many of the world’s greatest museums, from the 
Galleria d’Arte Moderna in Rome to the Museum of Modern Art in New York and 
Düsseldorf’s Kunstmuseum. He has also shown three times at Venice’s Biennale (1967, 
1976, and 1979). The exhibit includes prototypes for everyday objects created for 
internationally known firms such as Alessi, Artemide, Danese, Driade, Hida Sangyo, 
Kartell, Magis, Muji, Poltrona Frau, Robots, Zani & Zani, and Zanotta. This show 
highlights Enzo Mari’s trademark style, which emphasizes function while not losing sight 
of form and aesthetics.
Enzo Mari was born in Novara in 1932. From 1952 to 1956, he studied art and literature 
at Milan’s Accademia di Brera. Self-taught, he began his career in the 1960s as an 
industrial designer noted for his seamless melding of theoretical research, creative 
production and striking form. In the 1960s and 1970s, he taught at a variety of art 
academies and colleges in Milan, Rome, Parma, Florence, Berlin, and Vienna. He was 
also president of the Associazione per il Disegno Industriale from 1976 to 1979. His 
publications include Funzione della ricerca estetica (1979) and Progetto e passione 
(Bollati and Boringhieri, 2001), which analyzes the function of design and, more 
generally, the philological and epistemological idea of design and its impact on our lives.
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Le porte, 1984 (for Danese Srl.)

Timor, 1966 (for Danese Srl.)
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