
ARMANDO MAGGI PRESENTS HIS LATEST  BOOK

THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY: 
PIER PAOLO PASOLINI FROM SAINT 
PAUL TO SADE

WHEN: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2009 at 6 PM

WHERE: ITALIAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE OF 
CHICAGO

Join us at a reception after the reading. 

Free to the public. R.S.V.P. 312-822-9545

The Director of the Italian Cultural Institute of Chicago Tina Cervone is pleased 
to host  Professor of Italian Literature and the Committee on the History of 
Culture Armando Maggi  for the presentation of his latest work, The 
Resurrection of the Body: Pier Paolo Pasolini from Saint Paul to Sade.

The Resurrection of the Body is an original and compelling interpretation of 
these final works: the screenplay Saint Paul, the scenario for Porn-Theo-
Colossal, the immense and unfinished novel Petrolio, and his notorious final film, 
Salò or the 120 Days of Sodom, a disturbing adaptation of the writings of the 
Marquis de Sade. Together these works, Armando Maggi contends, reveal 
Pasolini’s obsession with sodomy and its role within his apocalyptic view of 
Western society. One of the first studies to explore the ramifications of Pasolini’s 
homosexuality, The Resurrection of the Body also breaks new ground by putting 
his work into fruitful conversation with an array of other thinkers such as Freud, 
Strindberg, Swift, Henri Michaux, and Norman O. Brown.

Professor Maggi’s scholarship focuses on two major areas: Renaissance culture 
and contemporary literature. Professor Maggi also has a keen interest in Italian 
baroque prose and poetry. He has also published on female mysticism, early 
modern philosophy and religion, and the relationship between visual and verbal 



language. A native of Italy, he earned his PhD at the University of Chicago.. He is 
the author of numerous books, is the co-editor of the recently published 
Petrach: A Critical Guide to the Complete Works, and has published more than 
60 essays. Professor Maggi is now writing two books: the first is an analysis of 
Renaissance and modern fairy tales; the second examines apocalyptic views in 
early modern Italy and Spain. 

Professor Maggi’s book presentation will be followed by a wine and appetizer 
reception. 

The Italian Cultural Institute is located at 500 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 
1450, Chicago.


