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Press-release

The era of Riccardo Muti at the Chicago Symphony Orchestra officially began on 
Thursday, February 25 at Orchestra Hall where the Maestro held a press conference to 
announce the upcoming 2010/2011 program and answer questions about his vision for 
the CSOʼs future. 

Attending the press conference were journalists, donors, and representatives from 
Chicagoʼs most important cultural institutions, among them Tina Cervone, Director of the 
Italian Cultural Institute of Chicago. Muti put the audience gathered in the Grainger 
Ballroom at ease by joking that the word “vision” in Italy is usually the provenance of 
saints, and then went on to talk about his artistic and humanitarian goals. 

Because of the Symphonyʼs extraordinary range, Chicago music lovers can look 
forward to hearing rarely played pieces like Luigi Cherubiniʼs “Requiem in C Minor” and 
the world premier of “Danza Petrificada” by Bernard Rands. 

In addition to providing a panoramic view of musical history, Maestro Muti wants to 
encourage innovation in music, and to this end two lead composers in residence have 
been chosen. 

The CSO will reach out to a new generation by incorporating the electronic technologies 
they like within a traditional classical repertory, and so bring young people into the 
musical fold by new pathways, a little at a time. 

In addition to being one of the worldʼs most accomplished conductors, Maestro Muti is a 
serious humanitarian. He spoke about outreach programs that heʼs organized in 
prisons, and how heʼs seen firsthand the power that music has to change people for the 
better. Itʼs fitting therefore that the monthlong CSO celebration that will take place this 
autumn in Chicago will culminate in a free concert at Millennium Park. The Consulate 
General of Italy of Chicago, and the Italian Cultural Institute, will collaborate to ensure 
the participation of the local Italian and Italian-American communities.




