
Thursday, October 7 at 6 PM

ITALIAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 

Roundtable Discussion on Lyric Opera of Chicago’s 
Production of Macbeth

The Director of the Italian Cultural Institute of Chicago Silvio Marchetti is 
pleased to invite you to a roundtable discussion on Lyric Opera of Chicago’s 
production of Macbeth (October 1-30, 2010) at the Italian Cultural Institute.  
Director Barbara Gaines and Italian conductor Renato Palumbo will 
participate in the discussion, which will be moderated by Speranza 
Scappucci. 

Composed by Giuseppe Verdi in 1847, Macbeth is Verdi’s tenth opera. It 
has four acts, and is based on Shakespeare’s play of the same name. 
Macbeth combines traditional operatic characters and melodrama’s classical 
structure with expressionistic treatment of voice and a psychological use of 
orchestral color that is extraordinarily modern.

Renato Palumbo made his conducting debut when he was only nineteen 
years old with the opera “Il trovatore’ and since then has performed at the 
most important theaters throughout the world.  His extensive credit list 
includes symphonic music from Viennese classicism through to the pre-
Romantics and Romantics.  He is the former general music director of the 
Deutsche Oper Berlin. His research into theatrical dimension of opera is 
based upon rigorous attention to the score and his studies have followed 
the development of opera in Europe, including Rossini, Donizetti, Verdi, 
Puccini.     

Barbara Gaines is the founder and Artistic Director of Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where he has directed more than 30 of Shakespeare’s plays. Her 
honors include: 2008 Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre: and 
Joseph Jefferson Awards for Best Production, (The Tale of Cymbeline and 
King Lear).  In 2005, Ms. Gaines was awarded the prestigious Honorary OBE 
(Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire) in recognition of 
her contributions strengthening British-American cultural relations. She 
received the 2007 Public Humanities Award from the Illinois Humanities 
Council.

Speranza Scappucci is assistant conductor of Lyric Opera of Chicago’s 
production of “Macbeth.”  She received a degree in piano and chamber 
music from the Conservatorio di Musica di Santa Cecilia in Rome.  She then 
received a Masters in piano and chamber music at the Julliard School in New 
York. Since 2005, she has served as the Assistant to the Music Director at 
the Staatsoper in Vienna, where she regularly assisted conductors, such as 
Riccardo Muti and Zubin Metha.  

This event is free and open to the public. A reception follows.  Please RSVP by 
calling 312-822-9545 x 198 or by emailing iicchicago@esteri.it
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Thomas Hampson, who will sing the title role  Nadja Michael, who will sing the role of Lady Macbeth

Costume sketch of one of Macbeth’s outfits                      Costume sketch of one of Lady 
Macbeth’s outfits
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