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Temporary Perfections
Gianrico Carofiglio, Author

 
Gianrico Carofiglio has had as colorful 
a  life  as  his  bestselling  hero,  defense 
lawyer  Guido  Guerrieri.   A  Senator 
now in Italy, he was a prosecutor and 
center  stage  in  some  of  the  most 
dramatic Mafia court cases.   But it  is 
his  novels,  a  series  of  blockbuster 
mysteries (the latest was an instant #1 
hit  with over  450,000 in print)  set  in 
the  coastal  town of  Bari,  which have 
made his name internationally.  These 
acclaimed  thrillers  have  been  praised 
by  writers  at  Time  and  The  New 
Yorker  as  well  as  by  other  crime 
writers including Jeffrey Deaver.

With his most recent entry in his series, 
Temporary  Perfections,  Carofiglio 
now  moves  to  a  new  publisher 
(Rizzoli) and will be touring the United 
States this fall to talk about his series 
and the impact American culture from 
boxing  to  movies  has  had  on  his 

character  and  on  his  own  writing 
career.

Gianrico Carofiglio



Through the eyes of his complex and 
witty  character  Guido Guerrieri  as  he 
practices  a  kind  of  literary  high-wire 
act  defending a  mixed bag of  clients, 
Carofiglio has tackled issues that are in 
the headlines from immigration, sexual 
politics, and the drug culture as well as 
offering a sharp-eyed view of the legal 
system itself.

As  the  new  novel  opens,  Guido 
Guerrieri  is  in  a  reflective  mood. 
Restless  and single  again,  he’s  aware 
that  he’s  without  the  family  he 
assumed would mark his middle years. 
Business  has  been  good—he’s 
expanded  and  moved  into  a  fancier 
new  office.   Out  of  the  blue,  he’s 
offered a case by an old friend that will 
require him to be more of a detective 
than lawyer, an exhilarating challenge 
that both worries him and brings back 
memories of how he became a lawyer 
in the first place and not the writer he 
had dreamed of  becoming.   The case 

seems  hopeless:   a  missing  young 
woman whose file the police are on the 
verge of shutting down.  Her grieving 
family  wants  a  resolution;  they  are 
convinced that the police have missed 
some telling detail.  Guerrieri agrees to 
dig one  last  time.    His  investigation 
will take him through not only the life 
of the missing young woman and her 
friends,  but through his own past  and 
the  teeming  after-  hours  life  of  Bari 
itself.

Articulate  and  observant,  Gianrico 
Carofiglio has a gimlet-eyed appraisal 
of both the United States and Italy and 
how  literature  helps  frame  our  most 
important stories.

His  book  Temporary  Perfections is 
available through 
Rizzoli International Publications.

Refreshments will follow
Please R.S.V.P. by September 15th
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The Italian Cultural Institute of Chicago, directed by Silvio Marchetti, is the cultural office of the 
Consulate  General  of  Italy  in  Chicago.  Founded  in  1985,  the  Institute  is  one  of  five  cultural 
agencies of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the United States. The Institute serves as a 
convenient source for information about Italian life and culture that showcases Italy’s classic and 
contemporary heritage with particular reference to art, music, cinema, design, architecture, science, 
and technology.

http://www.rizzoliusa.com/book.php?isbn=9780847836307
http://www.rizzoliusa.com/book.php?isbn=9780847836307

